0667. MOZART TO HIS FATHER, SALZBURG

A / Monsieur / Monsieur Leopold Mozart / maitre de la Chapelle de
S: A: R: /’archeveque de et a / Salzbourg.

vienne ce 10 d’avril
Mon trés cher Pére! 1782

[5] From your letter’ of the 2™ I gathered that you received everything correctly; I am
glad that you are so satisfied with the watch ribbons and the snuffbox, and my sister with the
2 bonnets.> — I bought neither the snuffbox nor the watch ribbons, but received both as a
present from Count Zapara.* — 1 passed on the compliments from both of you to my dear
Konstanze [10] — she kisses your hands in return, my father, and embraces my sister from her
heart, with the wish that she might be her friend. — She was entirely transported with delight
when I said to her that she was so happy with the 2 bonnets, for that was her wish. — The
appendix’ referring to her mother® is only founded inasmuch as she likes to drink, and indeed
more — — than a woman should drink. But — I have never yet seen her drunk, that would be
lying. — The children drink nothing but water — and although the mother almost wants to force
them to drink wine, she is in the end not able to get them to do it. Then there is often the
heftiest quarrel about it — can one actually imagine a mother quarrelling about that? —

[20] What you write about the talk that I will certainly enter the Emperor’s’ service: the
reason why I have told you nothing about it in my letters is — that I myself have not heard a
word about it. — What is certain that the whole town here is also full of it and that a host of
people have already congratulated me on it. And I am quite willing to believe that there has
also been talk about it in the presence of the Emperor, and that he may have it in mind; [25]
but until now I have not heard a word. This is how far matters have developed: that the
Emperor has it in mind, and all without my having taken a step in the matter — I went to Herr
von Strack® |: who is most assuredly one of my good friends :| a few times to let myself be
seen, and because I like being in his company, but not often, so as not to burden him and not
to give an opportunity as if I had intentions. — and if he wishes to speak as an Honest Man —
he would have to say that he has not heard a word from me that could have given him cause
even to think that I would like to stay here, let alone come to the Emperor. We spoke about
nothing but musique. — [35] of our own accord, therefore, and he speaks about me this way to
my advantage,’ entirely without any self-interest, in the presence of the Emperor. — If it has
developed so far without any activity on my part, it can be brought to a conclusion in the same
manner, too. — For if one pursues it actively, one immediately receives a lower salary, the
Emperor is a grumbler anyway. — If the Emperor wants to have me, he must pay me — for the
honour of serving the Emperor alone is too little for me. [40] — If the Emperor gives me 1000
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florins, but a Count 2000, — then I give the Emperor my compliments and go to the Count. —
A secure post, needless to say. —

Apropos;'® T would like to ask you, when you send the rondeau!' back to me, to send
me the 6 fiugues by Handel'? [45] and the foccatas and fugues by Eberlin'® as well. — I go to
Baron von Suiten’s'* every Sunday at 12 o’clock — and there nothing is played except Handel
and Bach. —

I am making a collection of Bach fugues for myself — by Sebastian as well as Emanuel
and Friedeman Bach.'> — Then also the ones by Handel,'® and there I lack only these [. . .].!" —
and then I would also like to let the Baron hear the ones by Eberlin too. [50] — You will no
doubt already know that the English Bach'® is dead? — a pity for the Musical World! — Now I
wish you well in every way, I kiss your hands 1000 times, and embrace my dear sister from
the bottom of my heart and am, sir, eternally your

most obedient son
[55] W: A: Mozart
P.S. T also wanted to ask you to send me at a
convenient opportunity |: yet the sooner the better :|
my concerto for Countess Litsow."” In C.
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